Received for publication 4 June 1979 We have shown that a mutation in the cro gene of phage A greatly reduces zygotic induction. This observation has allowed us to move this phage on an episome into cells of Klebsiella aerogenes where it grows as well as in cells of Escherichia coli. This technique should allow the introduction of various derivatives of A into any organism which is able to receive deoxyribonucleic acid from E. coli.
Transcription of the hut operons of Klebsiella aerogenes is subject to carbon and nitrogen repression. We wanted to isolate a series of unique hut promoter mutations altered in these forms of regulation. We reasoned that strains carrying the hut operons on a lambda transducing phage would provide the most efficient method of locating any putative mutations near the hut region of the DNA and then would serve as a ready source of DNA preparations enriched for these mutations. We preferred to isolate these mutations in the K. aerogenes cytoplasm, but this organism does not normally adsorb phage A. We report here that we have succeeded in introducing phage A into K. aerogenes by using a technique which should be useful for transferring this phage into other organisms.
Since (5), and then grown to approximately 2 x 108 cells per ml. The strains were mixed at a ratio of F' to F-ratio of 1, and incubation was continued at 30°C with slow shaking for 60 to 90 min. The cultures were plated on selective medium (5) containing 1.5% agar and either galactose or histidine (0.4% final concentration) as the carbon source and incubated at 30°C. Fifty-two recombinants were scored for inheritance of the unselected episomal markers. b Frequency is expressed as the percentage of the input donor cells. 
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